
IB Students and Parents.   

I hope all of you are safe and well during this unprecedented time.  We are all getting our bearings and 

figuring out the best way to deal with this situation. 

Last week teachers were being trained in methods of distance learning; this week you should be getting 

assignments from those teachers. 

IB teachers and I have been getting many questions about whether the work that is being assigned for 

the rest of the year is “required.”  Although we cannot grade the work, if IB students wish to continue 

with the IB Program, they will need to complete assigned work.  We must cover the material in order to 

prepare students for their IB exams and internal assessments. Students should feel free to contact 

teachers if they are unsure about the content of lessons or need help. We anticipate we will have some 

catching up to do next year, but we do expect IB students to do the best they can in these circumstances 

and complete the assigned work to the best of their ability.  

This is a time that students can really demonstrate their determination to succeed and ability to 

overcome adversity. We as teachers will be communicating with each other about student performance 

and ways to support students.   

Seniors, now that English Orals have been completed, please take advantage of the work that teachers 

are offering to prepare you for success in college.  Parents, please be aware that teachers are putting 

work out for seniors to do. 

Juniors, you must take the online learning seriously if you intend to continue as an IB Diploma or 

Certificate Candidate.  All IB classes require a certain amount of class time; we are completing part of 

that with online learning.  If asked, we need to demonstrate that you completed that time.  ToK, in 

particular, asks that we clearly demonstrate that we have met the hour requirement with participation 

of students.  The ToK teachers have set up activities which are necessary for completion of those hours.  

The ToK teachers have continued with online learning; it is necessary that you participate.  The steps to 

begin the Extended Essay must be followed.  The Essay will still follow the same timeline and is still 

required by Diploma Candidates next year.  All of your IB Junior classes give you information that you 

must learn in order to be successful next year.  This is a very good time to impress the teachers who you 

will be asking for letters of recommendation with your determination and dedication to learning.   

Freshmen and Sophomores, I know it is difficult to learn this way, but keeping up with your classes now 

will be essential if you wish to keep up with your classes in the fall. Your success in coming years 

depends on your diligence now.  Ask for help and guidance if you need it, and check your email, 

Schoology, Remind, or any other method of communication and instruction that your teachers have put 

in place. All of your IB teachers are working together and will be communicating what assignments were 

given and what you have mastered during this time. 

I encourage all IB students to ask what they can do to learn and reach their goals, not what they are 

required to do to pass.    

 

Kerry L. Castellani 
I.B. Coordinator 


